
Call for papers  

International seminar 

FOOD IN PRISON. International and multidisciplinary 

perspectives 

21 - 22 September 2018, Brussels (Belgium) 
 

It is with great pleasure that we invite you to the international seminar ‘Food in Prison. 

International and multidisciplinary perspectives’, organized by the Research Groups Crime & 

Society (CRiS) and Social and Cultural Food Studies (FOST) of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel  which 

will take place in Brussels on September, 21st and 22nd. 

Food holds an important symbolic, cultural and emotional value in our lives, and even more in 

the lives of prisoners who are deprived of their liberty and of their eating habits from outside. 

However, academic knowledge on prison food remains scattered over different disciplines (e.g. 

penological research, dietary research, historical research, a.o.). International and 

interdisciplinary research cooperation on prison food thus remains scarce. This conference 

therefore aims at both bringing this scholarship together and stimulating comparative and 

multidisciplinary approaches.  

The goal of this seminar is not only to offer an overview of studies on prison food, but even 

more to stimulate scientific discussion over the different disciplines on specific prison food 

related topics, such as self-catering systems, hunger strikes, gender issues, etc.  

Therefore, we invite you to submit an abstract on prison food, to participate in this conference. 

The finalized and peer reviewed articles will be published in a special issue of an international 

peer reviewed journal. 

The following key note speakers have already confirmed: Linda Kjaer Minke (Associate 

Professor, University of Southern Denmark), Amy Smoyer (Assistant Professor, Southern 

Connecticut State University, U.S.), An-Sofie Vanhouche (PhD, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 

Belgium) and Helen Sandwell (nutritionist, Food Matters Inside & Out, U.K.). 

 

 

 

 

  



Topics of interest 

Central themes of discussion are: 

 

Important dates  
The deadline to submit abstracts is 15 June 2018 
Notification of acceptance: 30 June 2018 

Please send your abstract to Esther.Jehaes@vub.be  
Total word count: 400 - 500 words 

Scientific Committee 
 
Kristel BEYENS, Kristel.Beyens@vub.be (Professor Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 
Peter SCHOLLIERS, Peter.Scholliers@vub.be (Professor Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 
An-Sofie VANHOUCHE, An-Sofie.Vanhouche@vub.ac.be (Dr. Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 
 
Registration: 10 euros 

In order to allow national and international PhD-students to participate, the participation fee is 
kept to a minimum. Transportation and accommodation costs are at the expenses of the 
researchers. Food will be provided during the conference to all participants. In order to 
stimulate discussion, the number of participants is limited to 30. Also interested participants 
without paper can send an e-mail to An-Sofie Vanhouche. Notification of allowance to the 
seminar will be 30 June. 

For any inquiries regarding the program, please contact: An-Sofie.Vanhouche@vub.ac.be 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the conference. 

 

  

 

- prison food practices in different jurisdictions 

- the meanings of food for prisoners 

- food as part of the (disciplinary) regime 

- hunger strikes in prison 

- food as means for protest/ resistance 

- prison food and identity construction 

- prison food practices and gender 

- prison diets 
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